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Description of Project 

     The project involves an examination of the Mississippi freedom struggle (1961-1963) and the 

role young people played in that movement. The work will also examine the role the young 

people of Mississippi played in in the broader civil rights movement. Finally, the project will 

include a consideration of implications of the events in the sixties for today.  

    The Mississippi freedom struggle is a little studied phenomenon. Part of the process will 

involve finding primary sources with which to study the movement. The Mississippi freedom 

struggle presents a challenge to historians. It does not involve big events. Historians must look 

more locally to gather the story. Many oral histories and other documents related to the 

Mississippi freedom struggle are available on-line. Since Ms. Morgan has family in Mississippi 

and a planned visit in June, she will be able to do some research on the ground. 

     Though the product for Ms. Morgan will be a paper, she will also aid Dr. Mayer in his work 

to write an account of the Mississippi freedom struggle for young people. In addition, Ms. 

Morgan will be able to include her understandings when she teaches in a secondary classroom.  

 

Ms. Morgan will 

 Examine primary documents, including oral histories, related to young people who were 

involved in the Mississippi freedom struggle. 

 Examine secondary sources to obtain different perspectives regarding the historiography 

of the Mississippi Freedom struggle 

 Use experience and resources while visiting Mississippi to obtain more area specific data 

and a deeper contextual understanding of the struggle. Such research is crucial to a study 

of Mississippi because of the localized nature of the movement.  

 Assist in Dr. Mayer’s research of the Mississippi Freedom Struggle and the involvement 

of youth including an examination of places in Mississippi where young people played a 

role in the struggle. 

 Produce a final paper analyzing the youth involvement in the Mississippi Freedom 

struggle and the implications of the Mississippi movement on the broader civil rights 

movement and on issues of race today 

 Support writing of Dr. Mayer’s book through identifying sources for research and 

providing feedback on writing 

 

Dr. Mayer will 

 Oversee the research process, 

 Work with Ms. Morgan to analyze sources regarding youth and the Mississippi freedom 

struggle. 

 Meet regularly with Ms. Morgan to discuss and analyze particular documents. 



 Offer particular topics related to the Mississippi freedom struggle, relevant to his own 

writing, to explore. 

 Help in locating some of the primary resources available. 
 

Milestones 

 Reading secondary sources (June 1-July 24) 

 Discovering, reading, and analyzing primary documents (June 1-July 24) 

 Local research in Columbus, Mississippi (June-June) 

 Discovery of new areas of youth involvement in the Mississippi freedom struggle for use 

in the writing of Dr. Mayer’s book. (June 1-July 24) 

 Writing Paper (July 27-August 8)  
 

Benefits 

    As a future history teacher, Ms. Morgan will develop a deeper sense of historical research and 

historical thinking. This is an understanding she will be able to pass on to her students. In 

addition, she will be gaining a deeper knowledge of the civil rights struggle in Mississippi. This 

is an area not often talked about in traditional history classes. Ms. Morgan will be in a position to 

introduce this crucial topic to the history curriculum. Ms. Morgan will also gain a sense of how 

historical non-fiction for young people is constructed, since she will be aiding Dr. Mayer in 

finding new primary sources for use in his book. She will also offer critique of Dr. Mayer’s 

writing based on her thinking as a historian and her sense as an intelligent reader.  
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Student Statement of Purpose 

 

My desire to delve deeper into the field of history and to challenge myself with academic 

research are the driving factors behind my interest in the SOAR project. To spend a summer 

focused on a topic I find fascinating and paired with a professor considered an expert in his field 

is an opportunity for academic growth I don’t want to miss out on. I have done minor research as 

part of my education thus far, but working alongside a faculty member over the summer, 

learning perspective and sharing ideas is the type of experience I can’t miss out on. When I 

thought about the idea of SOAR, I literally had no idea where to start, but Dr. Mayer was able 

provide thoughtful rationale as a teacher and a historian to help me choose a topic that I was not 

only interested in, but that would also support my future career as a history teacher. We decided 

on a topic related to the civil rights movement in the Deep South. 
 

My father is from Mississippi, born and raised, and I spent four years of my life there. 

Now that I live outside the state, I spent a few weeks visiting family every year. I know the 

culture and while I am aware of the social issues that have plagued the South, I believe that my 

personal experience may provide a unique perspective on the Mississippi Freedom Struggle. I am 

also curious to further my own understanding of the role of both students and young people in 

this movement.  As a student myself it is amazing to think that young people my age were able to 

have such a significant impact on the development of an entire state and ultimately the south as a 

whole.   
 

Through my research with Dr. Mayer, I hope to develop a thesis which helps identify not 

only the role these students played in the Mississippi Freedom Struggle but also the way in 

which their role differed from that of others involved. I then hope to identify the way their 

involvement continues to impact how race is viewed across the state today. I also have a trip to 

Mississippi planned for this summer that will hopefully help me conduct more specific and 

localized research.  I hope this onsite research will help me gain a more personal perspective on 

the movement through interviews with both local experts as well as those who were there.   
  

Also as an education major, it is this time of proactivity and passion that I hope to one 

day instill in my own students.  I would like to learn from what these brave freedom struggle 

students were able to do and what motivated them to participate in the first place.  By doing so I 

believe that I will not only better myself as a historian but also as a teacher.  In order to 

encourage my students to be informed and active members of society, I must also myself be 

informed and aware of the role students and young people play in social structures in both the 

past and present.  
 



In addition to my own research however, I believe the opportunity to work with Dr. 

Mayer on a project he is not only passionate about but also quite knowledgeable in will help me 

improve my own research skills as well as understand how to better analyze the same event 

through two similar yet distinct lenses.  While Dr. Mayer is taking a more narrative approach , I 

am taking a more analytical approach. His expertise will provide me with vital contextual 

information as well as the more developed analytical skills necessary to ensure I am able to get 

the most out of my research.  On the other hand, it will also be beneficial to me to be able to 

share my research with Dr. Mayer because his narrative is directed toward young people. Being 

able to share my ideas and opinions with him as well as build off of his criticism and feedback 

will help better me both as a researcher and a historical writer.   
  

Ultimately, I hope to get as much out of this experience as possible.  Initially I hope to 

better my research skills as both an educator and a historian.  I also hope to use these skills to 

then improve my historical writing as well as garner a better understanding of my role as a 

historian. However aside from simply being able to produce the best results possible, I also hope 

to learn from the experience as a whole.  This means being able to grow as a student as well as a 

future educator; learning not only the skills necessary to conduct productive historical research 

but also using this research to understand how to best reach my students and hopefully instill the 

same sense of passion and initiative that the students involved in the Mississippi Freedom 

Struggle had.  This also extends however into the skills I hope to garner from my collaboration 

with Dr. Mayer.  Through observation, direct discussion, and mentoring by an experienced 

colleague, I hope to understand the role of educator and historian. Ultimately, I would like this 

project to help me build the necessary skills to further myself as both a history student and future 

educator as well as facilitate a memorable experience that will help me learn from both 

professionals and experts in various fields as well as my peers both at Moravian and in the 

community.   
 

 


