A merica’s NJeo-(Snostic

What’s Really Going

th@Y’QtUl"G on in Philip K. Dick’s
Valis Trilogy

‘SCIENCE FICTION WILL NEVER BE LITERATURE WITH A CAPITAL T,” AND THIS IS

BECAUSE IT INEVITABLY PROCEEDS FROM PREMISE RATHER THAN CHARACTER, )
SAID SVEN BIRKERTS IN HIS ‘PRESENT AT THE RE-CREATION.” NEEDLESS TO SAY, HE WAS MISTAKEN.

SCIENCE FICTION RELIES ON HUMAN VALUES AS THE ONLY THING THAT READERS CAN FULLY RELATE TO. IT HAS BEEN ARGUED THAT
SCI-FI AND FANTASY CAIN ALL RE DECONSTRUCTED TO THEMES OF ETHICS, MORALS, OR THEOLOGY.

Mucrr or Priie K. DICKS' LATE WORK DEALS WITH THEOLOGICAL THEMES AND INTRODUCES IDFAS THAT DESCRIBE AND TRY TO AS-
SUAGE WHAT HAS PREVIOUSLY EEEN CALLED AMERICA's BLUE FUNK' 2Y Tiar MacAZINE

ALL OF DICK'S THEORIES AND SYMBOLS POINT TO HIS OWN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND HIS OWN CONVERSION STORY, WHICH TURNS OUT
TO BE 4 GNOSTIC STORY. SUPPOSEDLY, DICK WROTE THE I/ALIS TRILOGY AFTER HAVING HAD &4 ‘MYSTICAL EXPERIENCE” IN 1974. Dick
DESCRIBED HIS EXPERIENCE AS AN INVASION OF MY MIND BY A TRANSCENDENTALLY RATIONAL MIND.” THIS OCCURRENCE IS THE
MAIN EVENT OF THE NOVEL VALIS AND SETS UP THE ENTIRE TRILOGY.

Burwaar pors ‘Gnosic” meanT WHAT 15 GrOSTICISM? THE EASIEST WAY TO EXPLAIN 1T 1S A SET OF LOOSELY COMMON RELI-
GIOUS BELIFFS THAT MODERN RELIGIOUS SCHOLARS REFFR TO AS A4 RELIGION, THOUGH IT OFTEN INCLUDES VARIATIONS. BUT WHAT
ABOUT THIS RELIGION? WHY Is GNOSTICISM SO INTRIGUING, 5O STIMULATING? PERSONALLY, | FIND IT'S BECAUSE, AFTER LISTENING
TO THE BRIEFEST SUMMARY IMAGINAELE, THE RELIGION SEEMS TO BE BASED ON A VIDEO GAME, THOUGH IT PREDATES CHRISTIANITY.

THE FACT THAT GNOSTICISIA CENTERS ON ASCENDING LEVELS

OR SPHERES ABOVE THE FARTH INHABRITED BY DEMONS THAT & T h e E m p 1. r e
HEED TO BE BEATEN THROUGH RIDDLES SURE SOUNDS LIKE A

VIDIO GAME TO ME. BUT IT ALSO MAKES ME WONDER WHAT

»
GEIMS OF INTRIGUE AND INSIGHT ARE LURKING BFHIND N e V e r E n d e d .

THOSE FRIGHTENING LEVELS. WHAT'S GOING ON THAT THE

GNOSTIC NEEDS TO MOVE FROM ONE LEVEL TO ANOTHER? Va Z s

DICK SERIAED TO THINK E QUESTIQNS WERE LEGITIMATE, AND HE DEVOTED A LARGE PORTION OF THE LATER PART OF HIS LIFE
'O RESEARCHING { QUESTIONS. HE ALSO DEVOTED HIS LIFE 1O WRITING ABQUT VHEM, TRYING TO ANSWER THEN, AND COMING
UP WITH HIS OWN THEORIES ABOUT THEM.

PHILIP

OF COURSE, THERE IS MORE TO GNOSTICISM THAN JUST MOVING UP A LEVEL; THIS ISN'T SCIENTOLOGY, AFTER ALL. WHAT IS THE
DRIVING FACTOR IN GNOSTICISM? SIMPLE: GNOSIS. GNOSIS? GNOSIS IS THE ANCIENT GREEK TERM FOR KNOWLEDGE.  GNOSTICS
SOUGHT KNOWLEDGE ABGVE ALL THINGS. THE KID OF KHOWLEDGE THEY LOOKED FOR WAS DIFFERENT FROM THE KIND OF KNOWL-
RDGE VOU AND [ IIGHT LOOK FOR, THOUGH. THEY WERE A TYPE OF RELIGIOUS TRANSCENDENTALISTS. THEY LOOKED FOR KNOWT.-
EDGE OF THEMSELVES 41D OF GOD.

WHAT SORTs QF THINGS DID DICK WRITF THAT MAKE MF THINK OF GNOSTICISM WHEN [ READ THESE THREE NOVELs? TO S8TART,

READ EVIDENCE OF [JICK'S FELIEF IN HIS USE OF LEVELS AND SPHERES THAT IMPRISON THE EARTH. [ READ ANCIENT GREEK WORDS
& THAT GNOSTICS KNEW REFERRED TO SPECIFIC SPIRITUAL INFORMATION. | SAW EVIDENCE OF A DIVINE MESSENGER BEING SENT INTO

exl Sts THE WORLD TO HELP GUIDE PEOPLE THROUGH THE SPHERES, ALMOST LIKE A VIDEO GAME CHEAT-CODE.

BY PRESENTING STORIES THAT BRANCH FROM TRUTH—DICK'S OWN LIFE EXPERIENCES—AND ARE PERMEATED BY GNOSTIC SYMBOL-
ISM AND TERMINOLOGY, I FEEL DICK IS USING THESE NOVELS AS MODERN DAY NEO-GNOSTIC GOSPELS. THEY TELL MOVING STORIES
OF THE HUMAN CONDITION AND THE QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE; THEY INVOLVE INSIGHT FROM TRUE EXPERIENCES; AND THEY BEAR
THE MESSAGE OF GOOD NEWS THROUGH THEORY, GUESSTIMATION, AND RELIGIOUS TRUTH.
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within you. Follow it!




