
A Year InFocus: Summer Reading and Writing
As a new Moravian College student, you are entering into an 
intellectual community engaged in conversations that span 
multiple disciplines and perspectives. In your First-Year Writing 
experience, you will practice reading and writing to more fully 
engage in these discussions.
One venue for these conversations is InFocus: an innovative 
program that promotes in-depth examination of complex issues 
from multidisciplinary perspectives. This year, the InFocus 
theme is “War, Peacebuilding, and the Just Society.”
You will be introduced to our InFocus theme through a summer 
reading and writing project that is due to your First-Year Writing 
professor by August 13, 2018. Consider the reality of nuclear 
war through your reading of a short nonfiction classic, 
“Hiroshima,” written by journalist John Hersey in 1946, one year 
after the global shock and crisis of the first use of atomic bombs 
in history. Then, write a response to the reading — you will find 
the prompt on the last page. This essay will be attached to an 
email to your professor in which you reflect on your plans and 
concerns about the transition to college. Together these writings 
will form your first entry into the academic conversation at 
Moravian College. 

Welcome  
First-Year Students! 

Before you get started, pause 
to consider the following 
questions:
• What do you know about 

nuclear weapons?
• Have you given much 

thought to the reality of 
nuclear weapons? Why or 
why not? 

• What are your thoughts, 
hopes, fears, or concerns 
about their existence? 

• How has the development of 
nuclear weapons affected 
international relations?

You will be reading “Hiroshima” 
by John Hersey. Originally 
published as an article in The 
New Yorker, it was quickly 
reprinted as a book. You can 
access the original article at:  
bit.ly/InFocusSummer2018. 
The book can be found by 
searching for ISBN 
978-8087888827 at your 
preferred book vendor. 
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Genbaku Dome, Hiroshima Peace Memorial, By Tripog, CC BY-SA 4.0, 
https://bit.ly/2IQXESw 
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Background and information: 
Hersey’s “Hiroshima”

For 28 minutes on the morning of January 12, 2018, 
this alert informed Hawaii residents that a nuclear 
missile was incoming. Although it turned out to be a 
false alarm, that day reminded us of the continuing 
danger we face from nuclear weapons. We can’t 
think about nuclear weapons without coming to grips 
with the experiences of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. As 
historian Paul Boyer writes, “In the nuclear 
geography of our minds, Hiroshima stands at the 
center” (144). 
It is estimated that between 300,000 and 350,000 
people were killed in Japan as a result of the 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, including 
both those killed instantly and those who died from 
later radiation and other trauma (Dower 125). John 
Hersey’s “Hiroshima,” first published as an article in 
the August 1946 edition of The New Yorker, 
challenged readers to confront the personal stories 
of six individuals whose lives were forever changed 
by the bomb. 

The Aftermath of the Bombings: 
 Japan

The experience of the atomic bombings has been 
remembered very differently in Japan and in the 
United States. Even within each country, memory 
has shifted and changed over and over again in the 
ensuing decades. In Japan, those who survived the 
bomb — hibakusha — experienced a “fracturing of 
identity” and “profound sense of disjuncture” (Dower 
116). In the aftermath of the bombing, the nation that 

suffered the immediate effects of the devastation 
was also the nation under occupation by the United 
States: “U.S. authorities in occupied Japan censored 
virtually all discussion of the bombs [...] public 
struggle with [the] traumatic experience was not 
permitted” (Dower 126-27). This prevented those 
who suffered most directly from the bombing to fully 
come to terms with the horrors they suffered. The 
translation of Hersey’s “Hiroshima” to Japanese 
came as the U.S.-imposed censorship was lifted, 
and provided a watershed moment for Japan to 
address the human impact of the atomic bombs.

The Aftermath of the Bombings: 
 United States of America

In America, Hersey’s “Hiroshima,” published less 
than a year after the bombings, “stunned 
readers” (Dower 135). Much of the writing about the 
atomic bombs to that point had been about whether 
they hastened the end of the war, what the 
economic impact was, or how central it was to 
forcing Japan to surrender. Hersey’s account was 
the first major reporting of the purely human impact 
of this newly created force of destruction. 

Often the bombing was justified by the notion that 
“the atomic bomb prevented an invasion and saved 

Exhibit at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial
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American lives” (Boyer 146), but this narrative is 
challenged by historians and there is still debate 
about whether the bomb was necessary to end the 
war. As Boyer writes, “most historians now view 
Japan as teetering on the brink of collapse by early 
August 1945 and agree that postwar considerations 
did indeed influence Truman’s decision” (Boyer 
147). Was Truman’s decision a best-bet calculation 
to end the war or a ploy to place the United States in 
a powerful position post-war? 

Hersey’s goal, however, was not to argue about the 
justification of the bombing, but rather to have us 
consider the humanity of the Japanese lives lost. As 
we follow today’s headlines about negotiations with 
North Korea or the United States’ exit from the  Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action with Iran, Hersey 
calls us to be mindful of the real human cost of 
nuclear war.

Reading Hersey’s Hiroshima
In writing his essay, Hersey chose “a dry, calm 
manner that struck some readers as emotionless but 
permitted the survivors’ stories to speak for 
themselves” (Rothman). This style proved very 
successful: newspapers and magazines across the 
country pointed their readers to this powerful 
reporting. Radio stations across the nation read the 
text to their listeners. The article “Hiroshima” was 
soon republished as the book Hiroshima, and the 
Book of the Month Club sent complimentary copies 
to all its members.

Hersey’s work is not one of advocacy. The people 
he chose to include in his essay were selected 
“because they had been good interview subjects, 
and not for any more dramatic reasons” (Sanders 
41). He shared with us the human story of the 
impact of the atomic bomb. The challenge for us as 
readers is in deciding how to respond. What is our 
call to action with the crisis of nuclear armament? 
How do we respond to the shock of innocents 
maimed and killed in violent conflict?  
Hiroshima, Japan 1945; Tiananmen Square, China 
1973; New York City, USA 2001; Sirte, Libya 2011; 
Aden, Yemen 2015. Again and again we are called 
to respond to the crisis and shock of war, to build 
pathways toward peace, and to advocate for a just 
society. 
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#GlobalGreyhounds

The photos of the exhibit at the Hiroshima 
Peace Memorial and “Nagasaki in Ruins” 
were taken by Moravian College faculty and 
students during a study-abroad trip to Japan 
in May 2017. 

Visit https://www.moravian.edu/
internationalstudies for more information 
about opportunities to pursue studies in 
another country.

Photo of devastation caused by the atomic bomb “Fat Man”
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Summer Writing Email: 
Transition to College

The transition from high school to college is an 
exciting period. As with most significant transitions, 
investing some focused time in deliberate 
consideration of one’s goals, assumptions, and 
expectations can help make the path smoother and 
the journey more successful. With this in mind, and 
with your arrival at Moravian College drawing closer, 
please briefly introduce yourself and reflect on the 
following big picture and writing-specific questions in 
a formal email addressed to your First-Year Writing 
professor (i.e., Dear Professor [Last Name]):

• What does receiving a liberal arts education at 
Moravian College mean to you and why? What do 
you expect to derive from your college education/
experience?

• How do you think college will be academically 
different from high school? What kinds of support 
do you anticipate needing for the transition? What 
do you anticipate that you will have to do in order 
to achieve academic success in college?

• Based on what you have learned about writing 
thus far in your education, what are the 
characteristics of good writing? How do you know 
when writing is good? Describe a piece of “good 
writing” that you have composed in the past and 
the process that you underwent to produce that 
writing (including, but not limited to, critical 
reading, research, drafting, and revision). 

• Reread the course description for the First-Year 
Writing class in which you are enrolled (course 
descriptions available at https://

www.moravian.edu/writing/first-year-writing). What 
interests you about this course? What do you 
hope to learn about in your First-Year Writing 
course? What are your goals for the course?

Summer Writing Essay: 
Encountering Hiroshima

After reading Hersey’s “Hiroshima,” write an essay 
to an audience of your First-Year Writing professor 
in which you choose one of the six individuals 
Hersey interviewed, and answer the following 
questions: 

• Which individual did you choose, and why did you 
choose this individual? How did Hersey tell this 
individual’s story? What sorts of details did he 
focus on? Select and include at least one 
particular passage about the individual’s 
experience that stands out to you and explain why 
it does so. 

• For what purpose do you think Hersey shared this 
and other individuals’ stories in this way to the 
reading public of The New Yorker in 1946? What 
effect might it have had on readers then? Why do 
you think so? Use specific examples from the text 
to support your points. 

• How has reading about this individual’s 
experiences impacted your thoughts regarding the 
real human cost of nuclear weapons? 

To end your essay, write about the questions and/or 
concerns the entire text raises for you about nuclear 
weapons and the impact of war both historically and 
in our current times.

Email these two required assignments together by August 13, 2018.
Find your First-Year Writing professor’s email address on AMOS  (http://amos.moravian.edu) through the 
“New Students” tab. When sending the email from your official Moravian account, please CC your first-
year advisor, writing@moravian.edu, and infocus@moravian.edu. Use the subject line Moravian Summer 
Writing. 
• Your “Transition to College” response should be 500–750 words in the body of the email.
• Your “Encountering Hiroshima” essay should be roughy 750–1000 words attached to the email as 

a .docx or .pdf document. As you write the essay, consider the qualities of “good writing” that you 
describe in the email to your First-Year Writing professor, and illustrate those qualities in the essay you 
submit. 
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