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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effectiveness and impact 

of a culturally responsive general music curriculum on student engagement and 

standardized skill acquisition.  Over the course of two nine-week marking 

periods, I worked with eighth grade general music students to develop curriculum 

and instruction that employed their prior knowledge and reflected their interests. 

I used surveys, interviews, and class discussions to collect information about my 

students’ musical experiences and their perceptions about home and school music. 

I used that information to work with students to create projects and assignments 

that both aligned with state and national standards and their own musical goals.  I 

continued using surveys, interviews, and class discussions in conjunction with an 

observational field log and student work to gauge the effectiveness of these 

changes.  My findings suggest that culturally relevant instruction may accelerate 

the acquisition of standardized music skills and that student choice in holistic 

assessments plays a significant role in student engagement. 
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