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S.O.A.R. PROPOSAL 

Project T itle: The Ethics of Abortion: Finding a Middle Ground (Kasey Smith) 

                       Abortion is Morally Wrong: An Analysis of Rights and Personhood (Brian Welsko) 

Faculty Member: Bernie Cantens, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Philosophy Department 

Students: Kasey Smith and Brian Welsko 

Project Dates and Length: May 14 through June 8 and July 9 through August 17 (10 Weeks) 

1. Description 
 
1.1 Introduction and Background 

 
Over 45 million legal abortions have taken place from 1973-2005. Since 1973 the number of abortions in 
the US has increased annually until it peaked in 1990. However, since 1990, legal abortions have been on 
the decline. According to the US Census, the number of legal abortions in the US has declined from 1.6 
million in 1995 to 1.2 million in 2005. Abortion in the first and second trimester of pregnancy was made 
legal in the US through the landmark decision of the US Supreme Court in Roe vs. Wade in 1973. For 
almost forty years abortion has been one of the most socially provocative and controversial issues in the 
US, and many political careers have failed or succeeded because of the candidate", views on abortion. In 
the US there is a strong interest and powerful advocacy for maintaining abortion legal. This position is 
�������* !�-������+���� ��"�(����#�����#��-used line of argumentation based on the freedoms and rights 
of women to have full control of their bodies and choose what happens to it. On the other side of this 
issue, there are powerful groups, who are usually affiliated to religious organizations that are advancing 
#���!��&��������������"#����!#��������"� �"�#�����"��������* !�-����+���� ��"�(����#�����#��-used line of 
argumentation based on the belief that the embryo and fetus is a living person, and therefore abortion is 
synonymous with the intentional taking of a human life. Of course, there are many more nuanced views 
and arguments but, to be sure, pro-choice and pro-life positions represent the largest and most outspoken 
viewpoints concerned with abortion. Moreover, these two groups are extremely passionate about 
defending their position, making the abortion issue one of the most contentious ethical issues in America, 
and, perhaps, in the world. These projects intend to analyze the ethical issue of abortion and defend a 
position. Kasey Smith intends to argue for and defend a middle ground on the abortion issue. Brian 
Welsko intends to defend the view that abortion is morally wrong. 

1.2 Philosophical/Ethical Perspective 

The ethical perspective concerning abortion can be misconstrued, because it is easily associated with the 
political pro-life or pro-choice views. In short, ethical questions are politicized.  Therefore, we should 
begin by clarifying that the ethical question: Is abortion morally wrong? is not the same as the legal 
question: Should abortion be illegal? Any correlation between these two issues requires argumentation. 
Moreover, it should also be noted that a positive answer to the former does necessarily require a positive 
answer to the latter. It is logically consistent to hold that abortion is unethical and yet should be legally 
permissible. There are many other kinds of human behaviors that might share this seemingly paradoxical 
consequence, such as infidelity and breaking promises. On the other hand, the resolution of the ethical 
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question can affect the politics and legal aspects of abortion. Therefore, they do have an important 
relationship and the resolution (or lack of resolution) of the ethical question surrounding abortion does 
have consequences for the legal and political issues concerning abortion. However, these projects are 
concerned neither with the political/legal aspect of abortion nor with the interaction between the ethical 
and political/legal aspects of abortion. Instead, the projects will focus exclusively on the ethical question: 
Is abortion morally permissible?   

The abortion issue is emotionally charged and one that involves religiously based commitments. 
Therefore, we should also distinguish between the philosophical/ethical perspective and the religious 
perspective. The ethical perspective requires that any result or conclusion of an investigation be supported 
by facts and/or arguments. The religious perspective, on the other hand, allows that its conclusion be 
supported by beliefs derived from scripture, revelation, or the dogmatic authority of a religious 
institutions, such as the Church.  The philosophical attitude should not dogmatically bind itself to any pre-
established conclusion; a���#�$"��#�"��$������%�����,"������� ���#�� �""�������������#���"�����!�%�"���"�
������,"�������"����"�'�and Brian intend to approach these issues with such an attitude, and therefore their 
initial view should be understood as a working hypothesis subject to revision. 

1.3 The E thics of Abortion: F inding a Middle G round (K asey Smith) 

The two most common views on the issue of abortion are that either abortion is morally permissible or 
that abortion is morally wrong. In this project Kasey Smith attempts to carve out an ethical position 
between these two; she argues that abortion is not unconditionally morally permissible or morally wrong. 
Instead, she argues that the moral status on abortion depends on three factors: (1) the developmental stage 
of the fetus, (2) the issue of rights as a relative concept, and (3) the existence of extraneous circumstances 
(i.e., the age of the mother, the financial or emotional state of the mother, etc.). The project has four parts. 
First, Kasey will explore some of the most substantial argument for and against abortion within the past 
40 years. She will provide a summary of the main arguments for each of these positions.  

Second, Kasey will then present her view and show how it manages to consider and adopt some of the 
strongest points of the arguments on both sides of the issue. Her argument is not to refute these arguments 
but rather to show how, given her view, some of the central points can be accepted and taken seriously, 
within certain limits. For instance, consider the view of proponents that human life begins at conception. 
They argue that what makes an organism a person is its biological structure and its inherent potential to be 
a person like us in the future. In normal circumstance, one is faced with two options: either to reject this 
definition and say the fetus has no rights or value, or to accept the definition and say that the fetus is not a 
person and has all the rights and value of a person. Kasey wants to argue that we accept the premise that 
the fetus manifests important signs of humanity, and therefore that it is an organism that exhibits value 
beyond just being a blob of cells. However she also wants to argue that this does not demonstrate that a 
fetus is a person, with all the rights and value of personhood.  Kasey will explore, under my guidance and 
direction, the ethical implications of taking a similar moderate and middle ground on related abortions 
issues.  

Third, Kasey outlines various examples of how the three interdependent ethical issues -- (1) the 
developmental stage of the fetus, (2) the circumstances surrounding the pregnancy and (3) the existence 
of extraneous factors work to determine an objective resolution to ethical issues in abortion. 
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Finally, Kasey will consider objections to her view and respond to them. 

1.4 Abortion is Morally Wong: An Analysis of Personhood and Rights (B rian W elsko) 

 
!���,"�initial hypothesis is that abortion is morally wrong. His arguments will focus on two central areas 
of the abortion issue: (1) Personhood and (2) Rights. The project will be divided into three parts. The first 
part will focus on the notion of personhood and will attempt to demonstrate that the fetus should be 
considered a person. Brian will examine the existing models that have been developed for defining a 
person, and, from this examination, he will have to defend either an existing view, a combination of 
several existing views, or an original view of personhood. This premise is important because if it can be 
shown that the fetus is a human being, then we must attribute to it all of the rights one would normally 
attribute to any human being. Among such rights is the right to life.  

The second part of the project will focus on the notion of rights with the intention of defending the view 
that, given that the fetus is a person, it ought to have some basic rights, including the right to life. As a 
consequence, if the fetus has a right to life, then no one, not even the mother, can take the life of the fetus. 
The act of abortion is the intentional taking of the life of the fetus; therefore, abortion is ethically wrong. 
However, the issue of rights is more complicated than one imagines. Even if Brian can show that a fetus 
��"�!���#"�����&������"����%��#��"��&�#��#�#�����#$",�!���#"��$#&���������������"�"��#�����#��!,"�!���#"��
!ian 
&������%��#�����!�""�$��#���!%�"����� "��,"����""����!�$���#��������#��#������"�#��#��� �!"��,"���"���
rights (such as the right to life) are not sufficient to bind everyone in all circumstance. She presents an 
example, where a famous violinist is dying of a fatal kidney disease, and to save the violinist an innocent 
person is kidnapped and connected to the violinist. Thomson goes on to argue that even though the 
violinist has a right to life, and even though the violinist will die if the innocent person is disconnected, 
the innocent person has no moral obligation to stay connected to the violinist, and the violinist has not 
right against the innocent person. ����������"��,"����1 article, there have been numerous publications 
both critiquing and defendi�������"��,"�%��&����!���#"��
!����&������%��#��$���!�����"#$�'����#���"#�#$"�
of these arguments and formulate and defend a position based on these arguments.   

In the third part of the project, Brian will synthesize his two parts to form his complete and integral view. 
In this part, he will also focus on polishing up his work to get it ready for presentation and publication.  

1.5 The Importance of Two Students 
 
During the 10 weeks we will have three different kinds of meetings. First, I will be meeting with each 
individual student to address specific concerns with their particular project. Second, we will be meeting as 
a group where we will have lively discussions of the arguments concerning our research projects. Finally, 
the students will meet with each other on a regular basis to share information and to initiate and sustain a 
lively dialogue between them. It is important that students understand that all research involves a 
community of scholars, and that sharing information and carry on discussion and debate among scholars 
is just as important as critical reading and researching ������,"��&�������%�����"���#&�� ����"� �'�����!"�
with different views on abortion for this project, with the intention that we can all provide different 
perspectives to the issue.  
 

2. Roles and responsibilities student(s) and faculty member and timetable 
 
2.1 Faculty 
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The area of the ethics of abortion is one of my research interests, and it is an area that I am currently researching 
and writing on. I will also be teaching a Special Topics course on The Ethics of Abortion during the Summer II. 
Teaching this course will not take time from my participation in this SOAR project because I will be teaching in 
the evening. In addition, the course material and the SOAR topic are intricately related.  
 
This level of commitment and engagement, on my part, into this research area will make it easy for me to share 
with Kasey and Brian research material, articles, books, etc, on the topic. In addition my knowledge and 
familiarity with the past and current arguments will allow me to guide them in their research and in their 
writings.  
 
The fact that Brian, Kasey and I will be doing related research and defending very different views will be 
conducive to excellent dialogue sessions, as well as an important opportunity for Kasey and Brian to experience 
first-hand philosophical research methodology from beginning to end. 
Here is a list of my responsibilities: 
 

� Check bibliographical and research material for relevance and completeness. 
� Verify that proper understanding of views and arguments. 
� Help structure and design their project. 
� ��!%���"���*�������$�-in-!�"��!��+��'��������%����������!�discussion. 
� Share and critique our research in process.    
� Edit their written work as they advance in their project. 
� Help keep the project on schedule. 
� Establish scholarly standards to assure that their work gets disseminated in the best way possible 

(i.e., undergraduate conferences and journals). 
 
2.2 Students 

Kasey and Brian will be producing a work of serious, academic scholarship from beginning to end. This means 
that they will begin by producing an updated bibliography and spending time reading and categorizing the 
various arguments and views. From the research and investigations they perform, they will be responsible for 
initiating their original view as it pertains to abortion. They will formulate these views through discussion 
sessions and dialogue about the arguments and readings, with me and with each other. This will be an on-going 
process that will challenge the three of us to think, reflect, and continue to research until we find a position that 
is original and that we can sufficiently defend and justify.  

Next, Kasey and Brian must write out their position and arguments clearly, and their work must exhibit scholarly 
rigor. This will not be just another paper for a class, but a project that manifests the academic excellence one 
would expect from an undergraduate publication. This writing process, therefore, will be much more intense and 
detailed than the one they are used to in class.  

Kasey and Brian will be continuously editing their work as they receive continuous feedback from me.  

Here is a list of students, responsibilities: 

� Research: make certain that they have thoroughly looked at the most recent research on their topic. 
It would be a shame to spend 10 weeks defending a position that has already been thoroughly 
examined (and possibly rejected). 
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� Produce a comprehensive, relevant and timely bibliography. 
 

� Study: critically read the relevant arguments and ALL available philosophical research on their 
related position (for and against). They should *��#���#��#���������$�+�&�#��#�����"#��$!!��#�
researchers and philosopher writing on this topic. 
 

� Critical discussion: our meetings should involve highly engaged discussions on the arguments 
affecting their relevant on-going research. 
 

� Formulating original view: developing a strong thesis and a preliminary outline of the project will 
be one of the most important steps in assuring that the students complete a successful project.  

   
� Formulating cogent arguments: defending their position requires very good argumentative skills. 

Fortunately, both Brian and Kasey have taken Symbolic Logic and are well instructed in the logic 
of argumentation. 

 
� Formulating strong objections: it is just as important to address the most challenging arguments 

	�	��������,"�position, �"��#��"�#����%��� �"#!�����!�$���#"���!����,"� �"�#����� 
 

� Writing: the goal here is not simply to write an excellent paper, one that would receive an A grade 
in a course, but rather to write a scholarly paper for publication. 

 
� Editing: students should edit their work continuously, and that they share their work, research and 

writing with each other. 
 

� Dissemination of research: students should investigate, with the help of the faculty member; 
available sources through with their final project can be shared with other undergraduate scholars. 

 
 
2.3 T imetables 
2.3.1 T imetable: K asey Smith 
 

WEEKS TOPIC WORK DESCRIPTION 
 
Week 1 

 
Research/Bib. 
 

 
Reading 
Thinking  
Reflecting 

Begin research and study of published works for the 
moral permissibility of abortion This week should be 
devoted mostly to reading and taking notes. 
 

 
Week 2 

 
Arguments For the 
Moral Permissibility of 
Abortion 
 

 
Discussion 

Select a series of the most substantial arguments for the 
moral permissibility of abortion. Highlight the three 
elements in these views (1. Fetal development, 2. Rights 
and extraneous circumstances) Some formal writing 
should begin. There should be a lot of discussion during 
this week with the SOAR adviser 
 

 
Week 3 

 
Arguments For the 
Moral Permissibility of 
Abortion 
 

 
Writing 

Complete the writing and demonstrate how a moderate 
interpretation can absorb the value contributed by these 
arguments while not leading to absolutist positions. 
 

 
Week 4 

 
Developing the Middle 
Ground 

 
Other and opposing 
perspectives 

 
Opposing argument and objections should be considered 
as well as possible rebuttals to objections A tentative 
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 Editing draft of the first part of the project should be completed. 
This week should be editing intensive. 
 
 

    
 
Week5 

 
Research/Bib. 

 
Reading 
Thinking  
Reflecting 

 
Begin research and study of published works for the 
moral permissibility of abortion This week should be 
devoted mostly to reading and taking notes. 
 

 
Week 6 

 
Arguments Against the 
Moral Permissibility of 
Abortion 
 

 
Discussion 
 
 
 

 
Select a series of the most substantial arguments against 
the moral permissibility of abortion. Highlight the three 
elements in these views (1. Fetal development, 2. Rights 
and extraneous circumstances) Some formal writing 
should begin. There should be a lot of discussion during 
this week with the SOAR adviser 
 

 
Week 7 

 
Arguments Against  the 
Moral Permissibility of 
Abortion 
 

 
Writing 
 
 

Complete the writing and demonstrate how a moderate 
interpretation can absorb the value contributed by these 
arguments while not leading to absolutist positions. This 
week should be writing intensive 

 
Week 8 

 
Developing the Middle 
Ground 

 
Other and opposing 
perspectives 
Editing 
 

 
Opposing argument and objections should be considered 
as well as possible rebuttals to objections A tentative 
draft of the first part of the project should be completed. 
This week should be editing intensive. 

    
 
 
Week 9 

 
Coalescing/Synthesizing 
Putting it Together 
 
 

 
Thinking, Reflecting, 
Reading, Discussing and 
Writing,  

Outline various examples of how the three 
interdependent ethical issues -- (1) the developmental 
stage of the fetus, (2) the circumstances surrounding 
the pregnancy  and (3) the existence of extraneous ) 
work to determine an objective resolution to ethical 
issues in abortion. 

 
Week 10 
 

 
Final Draft 

 
 
 

 
Finalize the project. Tie up loose ends. 

 
2.3.2 T imetable: B rian W elsko 
 

WEEKS TOPIC WORK DESCRIPTION 
 
Week 1 

 
Research/Bib. 
 

 
Reading 
Thinking  
Reflecting 

Begin research and study of published works related to 
the issue of personhood and abortion. This week should 
be devoted mostly to reading and taking notes. 
 

 
Week 2 

 
Personhood  
 

 
Discussion 

A view on personhood and the arguments to defend the 
view should begin to appear. Some formal writing should 
begin. There should be a lot of discussion during this 
week with the SOAR adviser 
 

 
Week 3 

 
Personhood  
 

 
Writing 

Arguments on personhood should have a solid direction 
with the details being worked out in the writing. This 
week should be writing intensive. 
 

 
Week 4 

 
Personhood  
 

 
Other and opposing 
perspectives 
Editing 

Opposing argument and objections should be considered 
as well as possible rebuttals to objections A tentative 
draft of the first part of the project should be completed. 
This week should be editing intensive. 
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Week5 

Research/Bib.  
Reading 
Thinking  
Reflecting 

 
Begin research and study of published works related to 
the issue of personhood and abortion. This week should 
be devoted mostly to reading and taking notes. 

 
Week 6 

 
Rights 

 
Discussion 
 
 
 

A view on personhood and the arguments to defend the 
view should begin to appear. Some formal writing should 
begin. There should be a lot of discussion during this 
week with the SOAR adviser 
 

 
Week 7 

 
Rights 

 
Writing 
 
 

Arguments on personhood should have a solid direction 
with the details being worked out in the writing. This 
week should be writing intensive 

 
Week 8 

 
Rights 

 
Other and opposing 
perspectives 
Editing 
 

Opposing argument and objections should be considered 
as well as possible rebuttals to objections A tentative 
draft of the first part of the project should be completed. 
This week should be editing intensive. 

    
 
 
Week 9 

 
Coalescing/Synthesizing 
Putting it Together 
 

 
Thinking, Reflecting, 
Reading, Discussing and 
Writing,  

Put together the entire project and read it from beginning 
to end. Re-evaluate the view, arguments and conclusions. 
Re-examine opposing views and counter-arguments.  
 

 
Week 10 
 

 
Final Draft 

 
 
 

 
Finalize the project. Tie up loose ends. 

 

3. Descr ibe how the students will be engaged in discipline-appropriate scholarly research. 

Kasey and Brian will be engaged in a scholarly project on the ethical study of abortion. This disciplinary 
area is a part of philosophy called Applied Ethics. They will participate, in conjunction with a professor, 
in all of the major activities involved in the production of a major scholarly work: research, study, critical 
reading, critical discussion, analysis, synthesis, writing, editing, argumentation, and the finalization of an 
article for presentation and publication. 

4. Descr ibe how the work of the students will contribute to the discipline and 
opportunities the student will have to share his or her work with other students, faculty, 
and the community. 

The Ethics of Abortion in the philosophical area of Applied Ethics remains one of the important and 
discussed contemporary moral issues today. Important scholarly work continues to be done in this area. 
The students will investigate and offer new, original views on the issue.  

5. Enumerate and justify pro ject-related equipment, supplies and travel expenses. 
 

The only supplies needed are the purchase of a few books. 



S.O.A.R Proposal 

Project Title: Abortion is Morally Wrong: An Analysis of Rights and Personhood. 

Student: Brian Welsko, Neuroscience and Philosophy Majors, Expected Graduation - 2013 

Faculty Member: Bernie Cantens, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Philosophy 

Project Dates and Length: May 14 through June 8 and July 9 through August 17 (10 Weeks) �  
Housing requested for the weeks applicable to official S.O.A.R 
period 

1. Rationale to Participate  

The topic of abortion is an ongoing debate.  On one side there are those who are pro-
choice, meaning that a woman has the right to decide whether or not to have an abortion. Pro-
choice supporters believe that there should be no laws to prevent this choice.  The pro-life 
movement believes that there should be laws to prevent abortions. While the legal and moral 
aspects of abortion are different, they sometimes can coincide. If one believes that abortion is 
ethically wrong because it entails the ending of a human life, then it would be reasonable to infer 
that such a person would also hold that abortion should be illegal. In this project I defend the 
view that abortion is ethically wrong because it entail the ending of a human life. 

 After being introduced to the topic of abortion last summer in my Ethics course, I wanted 
to continue my research on the topic.  When this opportunity presented itself, I knew that it was 
my chance to do so.  This S.O.A.R project would allow me to do research on a topic that I have 
been interested in for quite a while.  It would allocate me the time to expand my knowledge on 
the ever growing topic of abortion. It will also give me a chance to share my arguments with 
others on why abortion is morally wrong, with the purpose of continuing the dialogue.  This 
S.O.A.R project would also give me the opportunity to better my research and writing skills, 
which will serve me well in my aspirations for Medical School. 

To understand abortion, one must also understand the topic of personhood.  My 
understanding of the difference views on personhood is not as strong as my understanding on 
abortion; however, this project will give me the opportunity to expand my knowledge in this area.  
Since, this topic of personhood is central to abortion, it is important that I have a better 
understanding of the various views and arguments on this issue.  As a consequence of this 
research, I will be able to develop an intelligible view on when an embryo should be considered 
a person and why that is the case.  Based on the research on personhood, I will also be able to 
make claims that will provide important support for my arguments on abortion.   

The topic of abortion is important to me, and it has always been a topic that I have held 
strong ideals about.  These ideals, along with reading articles and discussing the topic in many 
of my philosophy courses, have furthered my desire to examine the topic in greater depth.  
Discussing abortion in class is important to understanding it; however, having the opportunity to 
engage in serious research for a ten-week period will give me a chance to develop an ethical 
position that is well supported, with relevant data and well-constructed arguments.   



Along with these academic and career aspirations, working with Dr. Cantens on this 
project will also grant me the opportunity to refine fundamental skills, such as critical reading 
and writing, and research methodology.  As a student, research and writing skills are important, 
especially for graduate school.  The opportunity to work alongside an accomplished researcher, 
such as Dr. Cantens, who can guide me in my research, will drastically improve these skills. 
This project will also give me a chance to better my thinking and argumentative skills, and my 
ethical reasoning, an area that many employers and graduate schools are assessing more 
importantly.    

2. List of My Expected Outcomes: 

� Work alongside an experienced research professor. 
� Explain the relevant ethical issues related to the topic of abortion.  
� Develop a rational position on personhood. 
� Construct cogent arguments on the issue of abortion. 
� Analyze various perspectives, including those that disagree with my results. 
� Exhibit critical reasoning skills. 
� Improve research methods and, as a result, enhanced source material findings. 
� Present my research results during Scholars Day at Moravian College 
� Present my research results at an Undergraduate Philosophy Conference  
� Send my research results for publication to an undergraduate philosophy journal. 

 

 

 



 S.O.A.R. PROPOSAL  

 

Project Title: The Ethics of Abortion: Finding a Middle Ground 

Student: Kasey Smith, Double Major in Philosophy and Psychology, Graduation Date 2014 

Faculty Member: Dr. Cantens 

Project Dates and Length: May 14 through June 8 and July 9 through August 17 (10 Weeks) 

On Campus Housing: Not requested for the project 

 The Student Opportunities for Academic Research program strives to create valuable 
opportunities for students to conduct research with faculty members in order to advance the 
����	����������	��	�����	��	�	��	����

	�	�����	����������������������������������ble 
major, I find the topic of the ethics of abortion to be a relevant and fascinating topic everyone 
has an opinion about but most likely has not researched.  Being one of the most politically and 
religiously charged topics in the world, it is important to be aware of both sides of the issue 
through previous research and opinions which have been presented before forming an opinion.  

There is an important but often unrecognized difference between something being illegal 
and morally wrong.  Most would agree it is wrong to lie, but lying is not illegal by law.  This 
shows there is no necessary relationship between whether or not abortion is morally permissible 
and whether or not it is legal. Through this project I will not be looking at the politically or 
religiously based arguments about the topic of abortion, but the philosophical/ethical perception.   

By conducting research and thoroughly studying different arguments which have been 
presented within the last forty years, I hope to be able to show the moral standing of abortion 
depends on three things; (1) the developmental stage of the fetus, (2) the issue of rights as a 
relative concept, and (3) the existence of extraneous circumstances.  The strong opinions for 
and against abortion shape the views of society and often put everyone as being far to the pro-
life side or far to the pro-choice side of the issue.  These opinions either positively or negatively 
affect all women who are faced with the option of abortion.  Through looking at the issue from a 
purely ethical standpoint I hope to be able to present some sort of middle ground which includes 
information from both perspectives.   

This project has the potential to present important results on the ethics of abortion many 
people are probably unaware of, even though they have their own opinions on the topic.  If the 
results of this project can be available to college students, it would definitely be a great way to 
increase their awareness of abortion, which will always be, unquestioningly, an important issue 
in society.  The results of my investigation and research will present rigorous arguments on a 
topic of significance importance.  Ethics is the moral principles which govern our lives, and 
analyzing the momentous issue of abortion from an ethical standpoint can produce results 
which I think are worth working toward.   



Working alongside, Dr. Cantens will be an extremely educational experience for me. I 
have had Dr. Cantens, for Logic, Modern Philosophy, Introduction to Philosophy and he is my 
advisor. Having his research expertise as I proceed in this project will be an exceedingly 
rewarding learning experience for me, which I hope will have great benefits as I apply and go on 
to graduate school. 

I expect to be able to present meaningful writing which can have an impact on those who 
read it.  I intend to share my results with the College by presenting on Scholars Day. I also 
intend to disseminate my research by presenting at undergraduate conferences, at the National 
Conference on Undergraduate Research (NCUR), and eventually sending my project to an 
undergraduate philosophy journal.  


