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Project Description 
 

Leah Triber and Colton Krial are advanced political theory students interested in the 
political role of public space.   They come to this project well prepared.  Last fall, in 
my course on visionary political writing (POSC 355), they designed models of states 
that prompted them to investigate the importance of public space for democratic life 
and to conceptualize space in their respective projects.  Their interest in spatiality 
derives from related concerns regarding citizenship, globalization, and alienation.  
These two students are from Bethlehem and have strong interests in the political 
health of the community and would like to study the local opportunities for public 
political encounters.   
 
Is there a space dedicated to political freedom in town? Or, can one be kicked out 
pretty much anywhere?  Are most spaces of encounter private and shaped by socio-
economic class and ethnic identities or are there truly unfiltered spaces that are 
more broadly shared? 
 
 Leah and Colton propose to begin their study with readings on public space in 
social and political theory.  From that starting point, they will shape questions for 
individual interviews and also for institutions (case studies).  I expect that their 
project will include an inventory of public and semi-public spaces in Bethlehem. 
 
 



Who does what? 
 
 
 
Leah and Colton will: 
 

 Attend SOAR functions. 
 Conduct necessary research in the library and online to generate a theory 

readings list in consultation with the instructor. 
 Keep careful records of searches and discussions. 
 Read relevant topophilic (spatiality sensitive) social and political theory. 
 Compose an annotated bibliography based on those readings. 
 Meet with me to discuss texts and to determine how the texts will shape their 

local research. 
 Interview local political actors on their experiences. 
 Study selected local political organizations with regard to the availability of 

unfiltered encounters and freedom of political speech provided. 
 Write a report on their findings that frames this work in theoretical terms. 
 Read and comment on my research on public space. 
 Share their work with others on campus and in the community. 

 
 

 
Khristina will: 

 Attend SOAR functions. 
 Meet with Colton and Leah on a regular basis via e-mail and in person to 

discuss theory. 
 Meet with Colton and Leah to design interview questionnaire and to shape 

approach to case studies based on our theory discussions. 
 Review and comment on annotated bibliography. 
 Network Leah and Colton with political theory scholars and also with local 

community members of interest. 
 Assign tasks to be completed by particular dates. 
 Share my ongoing research on public space and pedagogy with Leah and 

Colton. 
 Explain the revision and publication process. 
 Provide co-author possibilities, if possible and appropriate. 
 Review and comment on final report. 
 Help organize opportunities for sharing their research with others on 

campus and in the community. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Timetable 

 
May 27 – June 10: Review literature and write up an annotated bibliography of most 

appropriate social and political theory sources on the topic of public space 

June 10 – June 24: Annotated bibliography due, discussions on questionnaire for 

interviews and elaboration of body of questions for the study of organizations. 

June 24 – July 8: Second draft due to Haddad; confirm interviews with co-

ops/organizations, and finalize draft of questions for co-ops/organizations. 

July 10– July 27: Colton and Leah conduct oral histories and attend co-op meetings. 

July 27 – August 15: Finalize paper, including interview portion. Submit to Haddad via e-

mail. 

August 31: Submission of final SOAR project 

 

 

 
Students’ engagement in discipline-appropriate scholarly research 

 
 Students will study and discuss works of social and political theory on public 

space, freedom, political action, and democracy such as the works of Hannah 
Arendt, among others, with the instructor. 

 Leah and Colton will create an annotated bibliography on the topic of 
spatiality in political thinking. 

 They will study local spaces and institutions with regard to their democratic 
possibilities and contributions. 

 I am preparing an article informed by the writings of Hannah Arendt: 
“Pedagogy of Public Space: Gordon Kampe’s Zivilcourage (moral courage), a 
Progressive Environmental Zeitoper.”  If appropriate, I will involve them in 
the revision and publication process. 

 
 
 

Contribution to the discipline and opportunity to share work with the campus 
and the larger community 

 
 Leah and Colton would like to return to the course where their thinking on 

space and political life began, POSC 355: Utopias, Dystopias and Manifestos: 
The Imagination of Political Alternatives, to present their findings to 
students. 

 They would like to publish small reports in both The Morning Call and The 
Comenian, including discussions of interviews with local political actors. 

 One evening, they would like to schedule an event on campus to show 
footage of the Occupy Bethlehem movement. 

 They would make themselves available to give presentations to groups with 
interests in local politics and political action. 



 I can also imagine a poster about public space and political action in 
Bethlehem to be on exhibit in the HUB. 
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Project Description:  

 In the wake of the Great Recession of 2008, there began a series of mass social 

movements, ranging from the local to transnational. From the Occupy Wall Street protests to the 

Arab Spring, these social movements shared something remarkably similar at their core, their 

utilization of public space. In Bethlehem, an Occupy protest began in Payrow Plaza, the 

courtyard outside of the public library. These people shared a common space where discourse on 

political matters was able to flourish, contributing to public consciousness. Yet, within less than 

a few months, these peaceful demonstrators were evicted from their ‘public’ space to make way 

for the commerce of the holiday season. Our question is then—is there a public sphere in 

Bethlehem and if so, where?  

The first part of our project will research Hannah Arendt’s concept of citizenship and the 

public sphere. For Arendt, the space of appearance and the public space are fundamental for 

citizenship. A space of appearance is where political freedom and speech are able to thrive 

unabatedly. A public space provides the common world in which citizens can disclose their 

identities and establish relations of reciprocity and solidarity. Moreover, we will define what 

Arendt means by collective identity and why such a conception is salient to the establishment of 

a productive political agenda. In all, Arendt sees citizenship in the modern world as contingent to 

the commons or a shared world, and the latter part of this project will evaluate whether or not 

there remains to be a common space for citizens in Bethlehem to utilize.  

We feel Bethlehem is a racially and socio-economically diverse setting. It is also in the 

midst of rebuilding a local economy after deindustrialization, of which has come to define many 

urban areas within the nation, as city officials look to revitalize economic opportunity back into 

the economy. One of the most significant financial investments to the local economy in 

Bethlehem since the collapse of the Bethlehem Steel has been the Sands Casino. Has this 

business enhanced or weakened the common space? And how could they better utilize their 

funds not just through job growth but through community growth? Does the private sphere take 

precedence over the public sphere in a globalized era? We will also look at many co-ops and 

political organizations that have recently budded throughout the city, such as the Hispanic Center 

on 4
th

 street and Bethlehem Food Co-op, which is set to open up its headquarters sometime this 

year. Are these places where residents of Bethlehem can engage in meaningful political 

discourse?  

Through oral histories from Occupy Bethlehem protestors, city officials, current members 

of co-op organizations, along with archival research, we hope to craft an effective set of 

proposals for reinvigorating civic engagement in Bethlehem. 
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Roles and Responsibilities: 

1) Meet with Dr. Haddad on a bi-weekly basis to discuss progress and challenges of the 

project, including readings on political theory 

2) Participate in all SOAR functions during the summer 

3) Keep in close contact via email and schedule interview times with respective co-op, city 

officials, and other interviewees listed below for the latter part of the project 

 

Timeline:  

 

May 27 – June 10: Review literature and write up an annotated bibliography of most appropriate 

 sources. 

June 10 – June 24: Submission of first draft to Dr. Haddad; begin to compile questions for co-

ops  and organizations. 

June 24 – July 8: Second draft due to Dr. Haddad; confirm interviews with co-ops/organizations, 

 and finalize draft of questions for co-ops/organizations. 

July 10– July 27: Colton and Leah conduct oral histories and attend co-op meetings. 

July 27 – August 15: Finalize paper, including interview portion. Submit to Haddad via e-mail. 

August 31: Submission of final SOAR project to Dr. Ben Coleman. 

 

Anticipated Outcomes: 

1) Use the project as part of Leah’s application to graduate school for urban planning/use project 

as part of Colton’s application to graduate school for political journalism  

2) Present findings to SOAR committee  

3) Present a presentation on our findings of public space to POSC utopias class 

4) Participate in the Scholarship Day at Moravian in April of 2015. 

5) Several opinion pieces in the Morning Call, as well as Moravian’s Comenian regarding 

Bethlehem’s public sphere, co-ops/organizations, and our findings. 

6) Host a night at Moravian in which we show the footage of Occupy Bethlehem and present our 

findings on public space. 

 

 

List of Co-ops/Organizations and Contact Information:   

1. Bethlehem Occupy Movement (Interviewees): 

a. Robert Trotner, Bethlehem Occupier, retired lawyer, and Community Organizer of 

Lehigh Valley Coffee Party Movement and Represent.Us PA Districts 15 and 17 

Committee 

b. Dr. Gary Olson, Chair of Political Science, at Moravian College 

c. Eeni Esten, Bethlehem Occupier and lifelong Bethlehem resident 

d. Danielle Notaro local writer and Bethlehem Occupier (*has complete footage of the 

Bethlehem Occupy Movement) 

2. Bethlehem Food Co-op 
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a. Jaime Karpovich, on the Board of Directors of Bethlehem Food Co-op 

3. Lehigh Valley Hispanic Center 

a. Lorna Velazquez, Director of Hispanic Center, Lehigh Valley 

4. William J. Reynolds, current city council member 

5. Karen D. Dolan, current city council member and CEO and Executive Director of The 

Gertrude B. Fox Environmental Center at Illick's Mill 

6. Dr. Ronald Grapsy, associate professor of Communications at Kutztown University. 

Specializes in how communication classes can be designed to inspire knowledgeable and 

active citizens, as he advocates the virtues of self-reliance and civic engagement.  

7. Will be visiting the homeless in ‘tentcity,’ in Bethlehem, along the Lehigh River. Many 

of these homeless vets were a part of the Bethlehem Occupy Movement.  

 

Budget: 

It's our understanding that budget allocations for SOAR projects are standardized for the 

recipients. If this project receives funding, we will further inquire about funding for potential 

traveling expenses. 
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Student Statement of Intent 

 

Project: Citizenship and the Public Sphere: the Absence of Public Space in a Globalized Age—

Bethlehem, PA as Case Study 

Student: Leah Triber (2015), BA Political Science and History (minor), GPA: 3.86 

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Haddad 

On Campus Housing: N/A 

  

 Community has been a reoccurring theme within all the courses I’ve taken thus far at 

Moravian. I’ve learned how community can take climate change, a rather overwhelming crisis, 

and scale it down to a referential level of relevance to the members of the community. In fact, I 

was inspired by the Nurture Nature Center in Easton, Pa, a federally subsidized project, which is 

a public space dedicated to informing and igniting debate among residents of Easton and the 

greater Lehigh Valley, specifically on the how climate change is effecting the local community 

and what those residents can do, to be proactive in combating climate change.  

 I’ve lived in Bethlehem my entire life and thus hold a strong attachment to the city, and 

in pursuing a SOAR project, I envision a place very much like the Nurture Nature Center in 

Easton. A public space in which all residents of Bethlehem, regardless of social/economic class, 

can meet to not only engage in meaningful political discussion, but a place in which all the needs 

and concerns of the city can be heard and where a proactive agenda can be constructed. 

However, it seems that such a public space is becoming increasingly rare throughout the city, as 

in most other urban areas in America, as privatization has come to erode the public sphere. 

 This erosion of the public sphere began during the latter phases of deindustrialization, 

during the late eighties and early nineties when a majority of city governments across America 

began liberalizing their policies to establish a business friendly environmental usually at the 

expense of the wellbeing of the citizen and by extension the community. This reflects how 

corporations, in a globalized age, are increasingly becoming disconnected from the wealth of the 

community, city, and nation, and is why such public oriented spaces like Nature Nurture or for 

that matter spaces like the Hispanic Center on Fourth Street in Bethlehem or the Bethlehem Food 

Co-op are greatly needed. 

 If granted, this project will not only enable me to better understand the dynamics of 

community in a globalized age, assessing where they thrive and fail, but through political theory 

research, this project will help me develop a sophisticated vocabulary regarding public space, to 

which I hope to further develop in graduate studies for urban planning. Ideally, however, the 

benefit of this project spans farther than just my personal benefit. Indeed, what I hope to 

accomplish is an improvement of my local community for all residents. 
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 Bethlehem, from the outside, probably appears to be an ideal community. A walk 

downtown will offer a variety of experiences, often things like festivals, parades, or small 

markets staffed by local businesses. This threshold of community is not unimportant, and 

Bethlehem is strides ahead of many similar cities in terms of community activity. For this I am 

grateful, but it also leaves me with a sense of hope that Bethlehem has the proper community 

infrastructure to shift the focus of its communitarian efforts. Unfortunately, Bethlehem’s 

downtown community spaces are dedicated to commercial development rather than personal 

development. Musikfest, an outdoor “Oktoberfest” style music festival, and the Celtic Classic, a 

similar outdoor festival, are both community efforts, but in their essence are based on 

consumption. Both ventures are entirely apolitical.  

Ideally, this SOAR project will illuminate ways to bridge the gap between tawdry 

commercialized community, and community with a political goal in mind. Currently, it is not 

impossible to take part in a political discussion. Citizens are allowed to participate in city council 

meetings, but this setting is very formal and not conducive to the furthering of public 

consciousness. There are various discussion groups that can be found with some effort, but 

usually these are in private places and are ideologically oriented. The goal of this project is to 

determine a way that public space in Bethlehem can be transformed into a venue for political 

discourse for everyone—not simply those who are already politically inclined.  

As I hope to continue my education by attending journalism school, I think writing an 

opinion piece for the Morning Call would be highly productive. In many ways, free press is an 

appendage of public space. When citizens of a community are free to publish the things they find 

most important, the entire community benefits from the flow of information and ideas. When the 

press fails to work for the needs of the public, the effects can be similar to when public space is 

minimized: the quality of civil discourse is degraded. Given that I hope to make a career in 

investigative journalism, this project would be an incredibly valuable experience. Political theory 

knowledge on public space is highly applicable to journalistic ethics. The research skills gained 

from the project would be pragmatically useful, as quality research is the basis of good 

journalism.  

As a life-long resident of Bethlehem, I want to see it and its people do well. Things are 

already looking up; South Bethlehem has been reinvigorated, small businesses are opening and 

flourishing, and the opening of the Sands casino has brought few ill effects. Hopefully, this 

SOAR project will allow us to engage in meaningful research that creates positive change for 

Bethlehem’s political culture. 


